
RED ARROW PARK REDESIGN 

PROJECT SCHEDULE

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

WE’RE COLLECTIVELY REDESIGNING ONE OF DOWNTOWN 
MILWAUKEE’S MOST ICONIC SPACES — AND YOUR VOICE IS 
AT THE HEART OF IT.

Red Arrow Park, one of Downtown’s centrally located and most important parks, was 
identified as a priority project in the recently adopted Connec+ing MKE: Downtown Plan 
2040. During the Plan update process, public input led to the following goal statement: 
Invest in the public realm by improving streets, parks and other public spaces in ways that 
encourage a more vibrant, inclusive and resilient Milwaukee.

Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21, with its project partners, the City of Milwaukee and 
Milwaukee County, are collectively stewarding a redesign project led by both local and 
national design experts. 

The redesign process will focus on robust community engagement to steer the creation 
of several concepts that will be refined through further public input. 

It is expected that a preferred design alternative will emerge, culminating with plans 
sufficient to seek conceptual cost bidding to determine future fundraising needs and 
sources for construction.

This four‑phase design process places strong 
emphasis on community engagement. Your 
ideas will shape several design concepts, 
which will continue to evolve with ongoing 
public feedback.

At the project’s completion, we’ll identify 
a preferred design and a conceptual cost 
estimate to support future fundraising and 
eventual construction.

We hope you’ll stay connected and continue 
to share your voice at each step of the 
journey!
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RED ARROW PARK REDESIGN 

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

WE’RE COLLECTIVELY REDESIGNING ONE OF DOWNTOWN MILWAUKEE’S 
MOST ICONIC SPACES — AND YOUR VOICE IS AT THE HEART OF IT.

GOALS OF THE REDESIGN

MAKE THE PARK A MORE ENJOYABLE 
AND INVITING PART OF EVERYDAY LIFE.

ENSURE EVERYONE IN THE COMMUNITY 
FEELS INCLUDED AND SUPPORTED.

CREATE A PLACE WHERE ALL VISITORS 
FEEL COMFORTABLE, WELCOMED, AND 
ENCOURAGED TO SPEND TIME.

•	Provide flexible space that creates a year-round destination 
•	Honor and further highlight the Dontre Hamilton and 32nd Red Arrow Division memorials 
•	Enhance connectivity within the park as well as the surrounding streets and businesses 
•	Embrace new commercial activities that further activate the park
•	Enhance multi modal connections to the park 
•	Encourage community gathering

GUIDING DESIGN PRINCIPALS

WHAT ARE THE MAIN REASONS YOU 
VISIT RED ARROW PARK? 

FROM YOUR PERSPECTIVE, HOW DO 
COMMUNITY MEMBERS USE THE PARK 
TODAY? 

WHAT IS YOUR FAVORITE THING 
ABOUT RED ARROW PARK? 
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CURRENT SITE AERIAL

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Paving Area - ~22,350 sf

Ice Rink Area - 9,950 sf

Lawn Area - ~14,500 sf

Planting Area - ~12,000 sf

# of Trees - 20

# of Benches - 17

Existing Site Metrics
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THE COMMONS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Bublr Station

Dontre Hamilton
Memorial

Overhead Canopy

Kiosk

Enhanced Seating

Plaza
Red Arrow
Memorial

Ice Rink

Mid-block
Site Access

Enhanced
Planting

Ice Rink - 8,700 sf

Spray Jets - Yes

Park Paving - 28,500 sf

Trees Removed - 4

Trees Added - 20

Enhanced Planting - 10,600 sf

Lawn - 0 sf

Park Benches - 175 lf

Social Seating Elements - 18

Seating Pods - 0

Movable Tables + Chairs - 25

Drinking Fountain - 1
 
Waste Receptacles - 8

Site Design Metrics
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THE COURTYARD

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Ice Rink - 8,820 sf

Spray Jets - Yes

Park Paving - 25,750 sf

Trees Removed - 8

Trees Added - 32

Enhanced Planting - 7,550 sf

Lawn - 4,650 sf

Park Benches - 150 lf

Social Seating Elements - 20

Seating Pods - 650 lf

Movable Tables + Chairs - 25

Drinking Fountain - 1
 
Waste Receptacles - 8

Site Design Metrics
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THE COURTYARD

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK
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THE GARDEN

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Ice Rink - 8,750 sf

Spray Jets - No

Park Paving - 17,150 sf

Trees Removed - 6

Trees Added - 42

Enhanced Planting - 22,000 sf

Lawn - 0 sf

Park Benches - 400 lf

Social Seating Elements - 15

Seating Pods - 0

Movable Tables + Chairs - 25

Drinking Fountain - 1
 
Waste Receptacles - 8

Site Design Metrics
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THE GARDEN

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK
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PARK COMPARISONS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Red Arrow Park

Programming Icons

Park Location
Milwaukee, WI

Park Designer, Year Completed
Continuum, 1999

Park Size
~1.2 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Large portion of the site is primarilly held 

for Winter use 

•	 Anchor commercial space open year round 

•	 Mature vegetation provides shade but also 
obscures ones ability to see into the site

N 200’ 400’

Seasonal Ice Skating Rink Play Space

Public Gathering Areas Interactive Water Feature

Seating Native Plantings

Shelter/Structure Mature Vegetation

Food and Beverage Lawn



Park Location
Philadelphia, PA

Park Designer, Year Completed
OLIN, 2006

Park Size
~3 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Flexible zone that is both a fountain and ice rink 

•	 Year round special events calendar developed and 
managed by the Center City District 

•	 Park space surrounded by a wide range of 
building types

Dilworth Park

N 200’ 400’

Image sources: OLIN

Washington Canal Park

Park Location
Washington D.C.

Park Designer, Year Completed
OLIN, 2009

Park Size
~1 acre (~2.85 acres total)

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Flexible zone that is both a fountain and ice rink
•	 Inviting streetscape that extends the park to the 

street edge
•	 Mixture of spaces that facilitate gathering and 

moving through

N 200’ 400’

Image sources: OLIN

PARK COMPARISONS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK



AT&T Plaza at Millennium Park

N

Park Location
Chicago, IL

Park Designer, Year Completed
SOM, 2004

Park Size
~1.3 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Flexible plaza that doubles as an ice rink 

•	 Year round special events calendar developed and 
managed by the City of Chicago’s Department of 
Cultural Aggairs and Special Events 

•	 Anchor commercial space open year round

200’ 400’

Image sources: Top Left, Chansak Joe / Shutterstock.com; Top Middle, ChicagoPhotographer / Shutterstock.com; Top Right, Big Joe / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Left, Rajesh Vijayakumar / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Middle, Chansak Joe / Shutterstock.com; 
Bottom Right, DiegoMariottini / Shutterstock.com.

PARK COMPARISONS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Rockefeller Plaza

N 0’

Park Location
New York City, NY

Park Designer, Year Completed
Raymond Hood, 1939

Park Size
~.65 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Flexible plaza that doubles as an ice rink 

•	 Year round special events calendar developed and 
managed by Rockefeller Center

200’ 400’

Image sources: Top Left, rblfmr / Shutterstock.com; Top Middle, rblfmr / Shutterstock.com; Top Right, DW labs Incorporated / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Left, Chansak Joe / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Middle, Tada Images / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Right, Kamira / Shutterstock.com.



Daley Plaza

N

Park Location
Chicago, IL

Park Designer, Year Completed
SOM, 1965

Park Size
~1.65 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Daily foodtruck offerings 

•	 Various markets throughout the spring, 
summer, and fall 

•	 Large space used for civic activities

200’ 400’

Image sources: Top Left, Pamela Brick / Shutterstock.com; Top Middle, ChicagoPhotographer / Shutterstock.com; Top Right, James Andrews1 / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Left, Shelly Bychowski Shots / Shutterstock.com; Bottom Middle, rawf8 / Shutterstock.com;
Bottom Right, Motion Loop / Shutterstock.com.

Director Park

N

Park Location
Portland, OR

Park Designer, Year Completed
OLIN, 2006

Park Size
~.75 acres

Park Programming Elements

Key Takeaways
•	 Passive programming and interactive 

fountain elements 

•	 Large space used for civic activities

200’ 400’

Image sources: OLIN

PARK COMPARISONS

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK



POTENTIAL LANDSCAPE PROGRAMS

Learn

Art
Installations

Tiered 
Seating

Other Landscape 
Programs

Other Landscape
Programs

Seasonal
Plantings

Temple Gateway, 
Temple University | OLIN

Canal Park, 
Washington DC | OLIN

Cone Flower Canopy, 
City Center DC

Gather

Flexible
Lawn Space

Flexible
Plaza Space

Social
Seating

Bryant Park
NYC, NY | OLIN

Independence Mall, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

TELL US 
HERE

TELL US 
HERE

PLACE STICKY DOTS FOR PREFERRED LANDSCAPE PROGRAMS ON THIS BOARD

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK



Table
Games
Bryant Park
NYC, NY | OLIN

Play

Relax

Other Landscape 
Programs

Other Landscape
Programs

Interactive
Water Feature
Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Movable
Tables + Chairs

Diversified
Commercial Space

Lounge
Seating

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Source: 
Vestre

Bryant Park
NYC, NY | OLIN

POTENTIAL LANDSCAPE PROGRAMS
PLACE STICKY DOTS FOR PREFERRED LANDSCAPE PROGRAMS ON THIS BOARD

TELL US 
HERE

TELL US 
HERE

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Ice
Rink
Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN



POTENTIAL SPECIAL EVENTS
PLACE STICKY DOTS FOR PREFERRED SPECIAL EVENTS ON THIS BOARD

Learn

Garden Club and 
Plant Demonstration

Other
Special Events

Other
Special Events

Other
Special Events

Outdoor
Storytelling
Philadelphia 
Historic District

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Gather

Seasonal
Festivals

Craft
Market

Seasonal Food and 
Beverage Trucks

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Canal Park, 
Washington DC | OLIN

Bryant Park
NYC, NY | OLIN

TELL US 
HERE

TELL US 
HERE

TELL US 
HERE

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK



Play

Relax

Amusement 
Fair

Other
Special Events

Other
Special Events

Pop-Up
Play
Park Place Pop-Up Park
Norfolk, VA

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Yoga and
Exercise Classes

Winter
Garden

Scheduled
Performances

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

Akron Museum of Art
Akron, OH | OLIN

Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN

TELL US 
HERE

TELL US 
HERE

POTENTIAL SPECIAL EVENTS
PLACE STICKY DOTS FOR PREFERRED SPECIAL EVENTS ON THIS BOARD

COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE
RED ARROW PARK

Roller
Skating
Dilworth Park, 
Philadelphia, PA | OLIN




