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East Town Sees a Surge in  
Nighttime Economy Offerings 
In recent months, there’s been a 
wave of positive momentum in the 
East Town neighborhood. Several 
restaurants have recently reopened, 
and a few others will make their debut 
soon. This includes a revamped 
Elsa’s on the Park, 801 Restaurant, 
and Electric Lime Taqueria. These 
openings are on the heels of other 
relative newcomers to the long-
established entertainment district,  
including Safina’s, Experts Only, and 
Barrel Burrito Co.

In addition to the buzz on fresh 
offerings, the Agency cocktail lounge 

is making headlines as a James Beard 
Award finalist. Located within East 
Town’s Dubbel Dutch Hotel, the hybrid 
bar will be the only Wisconsin nominee 
at this year’s awards, furthering the 
appeal of the neighborhood as a hot 
spot for nightlife.

What’s more, the accessibility of the 
neighborhood has improved. East 
Wells Street construction from North 
Broadway to North Van Buren Street 
is now complete. The scope of work 
included replacing deteriorated 
pavement and asphalt with a new 
street, sidewalk expansions, driveway 

approaches, curbs, and gutters. 
Pedestrian curb ramps were built as 
well, to meet ADA standards and to 
enhance pedestrian and protected 
bike accommodations. 

Drainage structures, street lighting, 
and traffic signals were also upgraded. 
These improvements demonstrate the 
concerted efforts by the City, East 
Town Association, and Milwaukee 
Downtown, BID #21 to invest in and 
enhance our entertainment districts, 
which represent a vital part of 
Downtown Milwaukee’s economy.

With the help of the Responsible 
Hospitality Institute, Milwaukee 
Downtown conducted a nighttime 
economy study to evaluate the sector’s 
impact. The 2023 study showed that 
it has the fourth highest concentration 
of businesses and jobs in the City 
of Milwaukee, encompassing 1,668 
businesses and 25,664 employees. 
In addition, the nighttime economy 
brings in over $1.37 billion in annual 
consumer spending, and it’s predicted 
to grow 19% by 2027. Given its 
recent momentum, the East Town 
neighborhood is already fulfilling 
these projections.

CSA Team Gets New,  
Ultra Clean Machine
This year, we invested in a critical new 
piece of equipment for our Clean Sweep 
Ambassador team, contracted through 
Modern Maintenance. The electric 
Madvac All-Terrain Litter Vacuum LN50 
is a cost-efficient ride-on vehicle that 
safely and effectively cleans up city 
sidewalks, parks, and streets. It replaced 
our ATLV machine. From concrete to 
grass, the LN50 can tackle all types of 
urban terrain with ease. Perfect for 
narrow spaces, it also has a wander hose 
for hard-to-reach places. 

“The new Madvac machine undeniably 
outperforms our last power vac, making 
our cleanup time much more efficient,” 
said Greg Peterson, director of the Clean 
Sweep Ambassador team.

Spot the new Madvac around 
Downtown this summer!

The Work of Our Ambassadors is Spot-On in Q1 
In alignment with Milwaukee Downtown’s five-year 

strategic plan, we’re doubling down on our clean, safe, 

and welcoming initiatives. Our Public Service Ambassador 

contractor, Block by Block, has rolled out a new 

tracking platform.

SMART (Statistics Management and Ambassador 

Reporting Technology) System 2.0 allows us to easily 

measure our ROI on the services we offer. From visitor 

interactions to graffiti tags, the system tracks the walking 

paths and the daily engagements of our PSAs, to ensure 

that we’re covering all areas of the district.

Congratulations to our Public Service Ambassadors and  
Clean Sweep Ambassadors for always going above and beyond  

to ensure that Downtown sparkles.

Homeless Outreach Efforts Continue to Make an Impact
Milwaukee Downtown remains committed to enhancing quality-of-life issues for all citizens in our district. For our unhoused population, that 
starts with the Housing First model. Once stable housing is established, the individual receives customized wraparound services that could 
include primary medical care, mental health counseling, substance abuse treatment, and job training.

This model has proven to significantly 
reduce emergency and other tax-funded 
services, such as police response, EMS 
response, ambulances, emergency room, 
hospital inpatient, psychiatric inpatient, 
detox, municipal courts, public defenders, 
and jail time.

Since the start of Housing First and the 
Community Intervention Team in 2015, 
Milwaukee has seen a 92 percent reduction 
in its unsheltered population. The holistic 
approach of Housing First combined with the 
efforts of the Community Intervention Team 
has reduced public service costs and provided 
permanent supportive housing to more than 
2,400 individuals.

While the number of unsheltered individuals 
increased nationally to record levels in 
2024, Milwaukee city and county both saw a 
decline, with the county’s population falling 

from 1,056 people in 2023 to 885 in 2024. 
The U.S. Department of Housing and Urban 
Development has twice cited Milwaukee for 
the lowest per-capita count of unsheltered 
individuals in the U.S., in 2021 and 2022. 
The city was also cited for the second 
lowest count twice.

In 2024, the Downtown Homeless Outreach 
Coordinator made over 3,400 street outreach 
contacts and helped over 70 clients find 
permanent housing solutions in the greater 
Downtown area. Meanwhile, the PSA 
Homeless Outreach Coordinator had nearly 
700 interactions with unhoused individuals, 
assisted with over 450 outreach service 
referrals, and made nearly 125 panhandling 
and public nuisance interventions.

Milwaukee’s model for homeless outreach has 
made such an impact that it was highlighted 
in the 2024 documentary film, “Beyond the 

Bridge: A Solution to Homelessness.” The 
filmmakers traveled to more than a dozen 
cities, and cited Milwaukee’s approach as one 
of the best. A panel discussion and screening 
of the film was held in August, 2024, at 
Marquette University’s Varsity Theatre. The 
documentary was also featured in the 2024 
Milwaukee Film Festival. 

Additionally, Milwaukee Downtown’s public-
private partnership with Milwaukee County 
was highlighted in Governing magazine 
in February, 2025 [governing.com/urban/
year-after-year-milwaukee-manages-to-
reduce-homelessness]. For more information 
on donation opportunities for Housing 
First participants, or to contribute to 
Downtown’s dedicated Homeless Outreach 
Coordinator and Community Prosecutor, visit 
keytochangemke.com.



COMING SOON 
The MKE Dog Park
The MKE Dog Park is quickly taking shape. The 
project team started the new year with strong 
momentum, continuing to make progress on the 
construction of Downtown’s first off-leash dog park. 
Since the groundbreaking in the fall of 2024, the 
project is now roughly 90% complete. The majority 
of the pathways, riverwalk, fencing, lighting, K-9 
grass, and landscaping have been installed. As 
weather permits, the next phase includes the 
installation of furnishings and other site elements, 
setting us up for a mid-2025 opening. 

Next door, construction has begun with deep 
foundation work for Foxtown Landing. This 
30,000-square-foot project will include the second Foxtown Brewing location, 
along with a restaurant, a distillery, event spaces, and expansive outdoor seating 
areas along the Milwaukee River. The MKE Dog Park and Foxtown Landing 
will be seamlessly linked by a pedestrian plaza that will play host to future 
activations and dog-friendly programming.

Follow mkedogpark.com for a grand opening announcement 
and additional opportunities to support the ongoing fundraising efforts.

Red Arrow Park Redesign 
Moves Forward
Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21, the City of Milwaukee, and 
Milwaukee County have taken another step forward in exploring 
future improvements to Downtown’s Red Arrow Park. Following 
an extensive review process, a collaborative team representing 
Milwaukee-based The Kubala Washatko Architects (TKWA) and 
Philadelphia-based OLIN was selected to lead the redesign process 
for this key Downtown public space.

A request for qualifications was issued 
in the fall of 2024. We sought teams that 
specialize in urban public space design 
and community engagement, to fulfill 
goals of the recently adopted Connec+ing 
MKE: Downtown Plan 2040. Red Arrow 
Park was identified as a catalytic initiative 
in the comprehensive plan.

TKWA and OLIN assembled a team that 
emerged as the best fit for the project, 
based on their demonstrated design 
excellence and experience, a keen 
understanding of the site and its context, 
and a proven record of community 
engagement. Community engagement, 
specifically, will be led by P3 Development 
Group. This team plans extensive 
dialogue with key stakeholders and the 
public throughout the entire process.

Ring & DuChateau, B32º Engineering 
Group, KSingh, McEnroe Consulting 

Engineers, and Concord Group round 
out the comprehensive consultant team 
that will apply their expertise throughout 
the redesign process. Funding for the 
design services will come from TID #48, 
the district encompassing the former Park 
East Freeway corridor.

“This is an incredible opportunity for 
our project team to work with design 
and community engagement experts 
to develop concepts that will further 
enhance Red Arrow Park as one of the 
most important places in Downtown’s 
public realm,” said Matt Dorner, Economic 
Development Director for Milwaukee 
Downtown, BID #21. “We look forward 
to working with TKWA, OLIN, and their 
entire team.”

The Red Arrow Park redesign process is 
expected to kick off this summer. 

To sign up for email correspondence, engagement 
opportunities, and regular project updates, visit 
milwaukeedowntown.com/do-business/red-arrow-park-redesign-rfq.

 
 

BY THE NUMBERS 
Documenting 
Downtown’s 
Growth
Milwaukee Downtown is tracking the 
central business district’s growth in 
the following key metric areas:

•  $1.4+ billion in projects currently 
under construction in the greater 
Downtown area

•  7,800+ jobs have been 
committed to Downtown 
Milwaukee since 2020

•  31% of citywide jobs are located 
in Downtown Milwaukee

•  108,000 people in the greater 
Downtown area daily, on 
average, over the last 12 months

•  1.9 miles of new protected 
bike lanes have been installed 
in the Downtown area since 
2023, with 3.1 additional miles 
planned and funded

•  10th strongest rental market 
in the country at the beginning 
of 2025, signaling a strong 
demand for continued 
residential investment



Milwaukee Downtown 
Summer 2025 Calendars 
Looking for more summertime happenings? 
Milwaukee Downtown has once again 
produced a comprehensive summer events 
guide, highlighting festivals, markets and 
more for the event-packed months of June, 
July, August and September. 

If your business would like a 
quantity for guests and employees, 
please contact Brian Johnson via 
bjohnson@milwaukeedowntown.com. 
You can also download a digital version 
of the calendar by visiting 
milwaukeedowntown.com, or 
by scanning this QR code.

Downtown’s MOTOR Moves 
to Vel R. Phillips Plaza
The MOTOR, Milwaukee Downtown’s mobile 
info kiosk, will have a new home this summer. 
Formerly positioned in front of the Milwaukee 
Art Museum’s foot bridge at the end of 
Wisconsin Avenue during the summer months, 
it will now spend most of its time at the new 
Vel R. Phillips Plaza on Wisconsin Avenue, 
between Vel R. Phillips Avenue and 5th Street.

The MOTOR, which stands for Milwaukee’s 
Own Traveling Outdoor Resource, is staffed 
weekday afternoons and weekends by the 
Public Service Ambassadors. It’s chock full 
of maps and brochures on things to do in 
Downtown Milwaukee. 

This year’s new location at the Vel R. Phillips 
Plaza will allow us to reach conventioneers 
at nearby venues, as well as public transit 
commuters and Night Market attendees. In 
addition, the owner of Draft & Vessel, the food 
and beverage operator for the building on the 
plaza, expects to open its Draft & Co. concept 
there by this fall.

Beats and Eats Return During  
Our Two Lunchtime Concert Series
Milwaukee Downtown will once again enliven the lunch hour for Downtown’s workforce 

with two beloved summertime music series. Designed to provide Downtown denizens 

with a lively break in their day, each series will highlight an assortment of popular local and 

regional acts.

Heart(beats) of the City powered by MGIC will get things pumping at Red Arrow Park on 

Wednesdays from 12:00 pm to 1:00 pm. The series will run June 4-August 27, with a hiatus on 

August 20. Food trucks will be parked nearby to sell lunchtime eats.

PNC presents Tunes@Noon will return to the Courtyard of 411 East Wisconsin Center from 

12:00 pm to 1:00 pm on Thursdays. Performances are scheduled June 5-August 28, with a 

break on June 19. Food options for purchase will be available from Davians and other vendors 

throughout the season.

“We’re thrilled to activate these cozy public spaces for Downtown employees and 

neighbors to enjoy a midday break,” said Erica Green, Chief Operating Officer for Milwaukee 

Downtown, BID #21. “Plus, it’s satisfying to provide a platform for a wide spectrum of rising 

and veteran musicians.”

Our Streets are Still 
Positively Active 
For the sixth year in a row, Milwaukee Downtown is 
partnering with the City of Milwaukee to present the popular 
Active Streets for Business program. It was created during 
the COVID crisis to help businesses expand their outdoor 
presence. This year, Milwaukee Downtown is helping five 
restaurants and bars achieve this goal by supplementing the 
cost of protective landscape barriers at their curbsides.

KEI, Milwaukee Downtown’s landscape partner, installed 
the barriers on May 1, and will maintain the plantings in 
them throughout the year. Businesses participating this 
year include Who’s On Third, Oak Barrel Public House, 
Old German Beer Hall, Milwaukee Brat House, Lucky Clover, 
and Taylor’s. Stop by some time and enjoy the wonderful 
spring weather while partaking in their refreshing offerings.

We hope to see you in our entertainment districts enjoying 
the expanded outdoor dining all summer long!

Enerpac Settles Into 
New Digs
At the end of March, some 130 Enerpac Tool Group 
employees moved from the firm’s former headquarters in 
Menomonee Falls to its new Downtown offices at 648 N. 
Plankinton Avenue. Formerly known as the ASQ Center, the 
building has now been renamed the Enerpac Center after 
the firm signed an 11-year lease to occupy 56,000 sq. ft. in 
the building.

Enerpac joins a series of 
other major Milwaukee-
area companies that 
have opted for the vibrant 
downtown environment 
as the optimal location 
to do business. That 
includes Regal Rexnord 
Corporation, Fiserv Inc., 
and Milwaukee Tool. Many 
of their executives cite the 
need to attract top talent 
as the main reason for 
choosing to relocate their 
headquarters Downtown.

Matt Dorner, Economic 
Development Director for Milwaukee Downtown, has been 
working closely with Enerpac and other new-to-Downtown 
employers as they move into their new homes.

WELCOME TO ALL!

Credit: The Kubala Washatko Architects

Proposed Highland 
Plaza Would Honor 
Downtown Visionary
A new Riverwalk plaza has been proposed near the 
pedestrian bridge at Highland Avenue, just east of Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. Drive. The Gary P. Grunau Memorial Plaza 
would honor Downtown cheerleader Gary Grunau, who 
passed away in 2019. 

A founding board member of Milwaukee Downtown, BID #21, 
Grunau was an early advocate for Milwaukee’s Riverwalk 
system, and championed the redevelopment of Schlitz Park. 
He also played a key role in the creation of RiverSplash! and the Milwaukee River Challenge.

The Downtown Riverwalk Business Improvement District has hired architecture firm RINKA to design the proposed plaza. Its 
purpose is to enhance pedestrian connections between the Water Street entertainment district, the Deer District and the Old 
World Third Street Entertainment District on MLK Jr. Drive, via the Highland Avenue pedestrian bridge. Plans also call for a 
“social stair,” a nearby staircase gathering place that could be activated with programming.

To advance the plaza’s creation, the Riverwalk BID has secured a private donation that would potentially be paired with 
funding from a nearby tax incremental financing district. Pending approval, construction of the Gary P. Grunau Memorial 
Plaza could begin in spring and finish by the end of this year.

Heart(beats) of the City powered by MGIC 
Red Arrow Park 

WED, JUNE 4
Eddie Butts Band

WED, JUNE 11
Listening Party

WED, JUNE 18
2000 and Late

WED, JUNE 25
Charambo Latin Jazz

WED, JULY 2
The Midnight Purchase

WED, JULY 9
Jenny Thiel Group

WED, JULY 16
Horizon - Navy Band 
Great Lakes

WED, JULY 23
Jon Hintz & Friends

WED, JULY 30
Rob Knapp and the  
Soul Patrol

WED, AUGUST 6
Kal Bergendahl Project

WED, AUGUST 13
Natty Nation

MON, AUGUST 18 (DEAW)
Rhythm Kings

WED, AUGUST 27
Donna Woodall Group

PNC Presents Tunes@Noon 
Courtyard of 411 East Wisconsin Center 

THU, JUNE 5
Frogwater

THU, JUNE 12
B~Free

THU, JUNE 26
Jorge Vallentine

THU, JULY 3
Jay Matthes

THU, JULY 10
Kal Bergendahl Trio

THU, JULY 17
Jon Hintz

THU, JULY 24
Darryl Armistead

THU, JULY 31
Jenny Thiel Group

THU, AUGUST 7
Mighty Ms. Erica

THU, AUGUST 14
El Sebas

THU, AUGUST 21
Montage

THU, AUGUST 28
Van Issacson


